
“Remind For Surely Reminding Benefits The Believers” (51:55)

The recent sad event at Glasgow International Airport shocked 
all Scots (Muslim and Non-Muslim). None of us could have 
ever imagined Scotland being a target. However, as a testament 
to all Scots the majority responded sensibly.

THE RESPONSE
The Muslims organized a SCOTLAND UNITED rally 
within a week of the event which was attended by 
1500 people, with the Police, Faith leaders and MSPs 
delivering the right message; namely that Scots 
would not let anyone divide their community and 
that those responsible did not represent the Scottish 
Muslim community. This was extremely important. 
It reminds us of the famous 20th century Syrian 
scholar Badr Deen Hasni who ordered Muslims to 
guard the Christian areas of Damascus when the 
French authorities were occupying Syria. He had the 
foresight to see that the French authorities would try 
to turn the different communities against one another 
and thus cause inter-fighting. Every day we see on 
our TV sets what can happen when communities are 
turned against one another from the current situation 
in Iraq and nearer to home what happened between 
the Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. 
Therefore, it was heartening to see that both Muslims 
and official organizations such as the Police, Faith 
leaders, numerous politicians and the general public 
had the foresight to deal with the tragic event wisely 
and intelligently.

As Scottish Muslims we are very grateful for the 
support we have received and we should express our 
thanks to all those who have supported us. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) said:

“He who does not thank people does not thank Allah” 
(TIRMIZI)

COLLECTIVE GUILT
There were some inappropriate comments from some 
Non-Muslims but all communities have their fools 
just as we have ours. The important point to re-iterate 
constantly is that people must not view all members 
of a particular community as suspicious or guilty for 
the actions of a small minority. No civilised decent 
person would regard all Irish people as guilty for the 
actions of the IRA terrorists or all Spanish people 
responsible for the ETA terrorists or all Germans as 
racists due to the racist actions of some German neo-
Nazis. Therefore, it would be unjust and inhumane to 
hold all Muslims responsible for the actions of a few.  

The Quran states:

“..And no soul shall bear the sin of another” (53:38) 

We must not forget that those involved in the terrorist 
attack on Glasgow Airport did not differentiate 
between Muslims and Non-Muslims; they were 
targeting everyone at the airport. Fortunately nobody 
was killed or harmed apart from the perpetrators.

Islam does not
tolerate terrorism
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HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED IN ISLAM HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED IN ISLAM 
Islam honours all human life and regards killing an innocent person as a crime against 
humanity.

Allah The All-Mighty says:

“And verily We have honoured the children of Adam” (17:32)“And verily We have honoured the children of Adam” (17:32)

In fact throughout history all scholars have agreed that to kill a person unlawfully is a 
major sinmajor sin.. The Quran states: 

“..if anyone killed a human being - unless it be (due to punishment administered “..if anyone killed a human being - unless it be (due to punishment administered 
by the legal courts) for murder or for spreading corruption on earth - it shall by the legal courts) for murder or for spreading corruption on earth - it shall 
be as though he had killed all mankind; whereas, if anyone saves a life, it shall be as though he had killed all mankind; whereas, if anyone saves a life, it shall 
be as though he had saved the lives of all mankind” be as though he had saved the lives of all mankind” (5:32)

“..and do not take any human being’s life-[the life] which God has declared “..and do not take any human being’s life-[the life] which God has declared 
to be sacred - except by way of justice (which is to be administered by the to be sacred - except by way of justice (which is to be administered by the 
legal courts) legal courts) (6:151)

The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) emphasised the sanctity of all human life and 
taught respect for all humans. It is narrated that on one occasion the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) was sitting and a funeral procession of a Non-Muslim passed by. The 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) stood up as a mark of respect. His companions 
(May Allah the All-Mighty be pleased with them) were surprised at this and they informed 
him that it was the funeral procession of a Jewish person. He (peace and blessings be upon 
him) replied “Is he not a human being?” “Is he not a human being?” (BUKHARI AND MUSLIM). 

He (peace and blessings be upon him) also said “Whoever kills one of the people of “Whoever kills one of the people of 
Dhimah (Non-Muslim citizens) will not smell the fragrance of paradise” Dhimah (Non-Muslim citizens) will not smell the fragrance of paradise” (Al-MUSTADRK & 
AHMAD).
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NO PLACE FOR TERRORISMNO PLACE FOR TERRORISM

The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said “Harm should not be inflicted nor should it be “Harm should not be inflicted nor should it be 
retaliated with harm” (Al-MUSTADRK). retaliated with harm” (Al-MUSTADRK). 

This statement forms one of the most important universal 
principles in Islamic law. Islam regards harming others as 
oppression and oppression is unlawful not only in Islam 
but in all faiths and civilised cultures.

Islam regards terrorizing others as a crime against society. 
Not only would the perpetrators face punishment they 
would be tarnished with disgrace, for example it is well 
known that Muslims honour their dead by performing 
funeral prayers for them in which they ask Allah the 
All-Mighty to forgive the deceased’s sins. This prayer is 
performed for all Muslims even those who have committed 
major sins. However, there are a few categories of people 
whose actions are considered so appalling and severe that 
they are denied this honour, among this category were 
those who took up arms and fought against the state (i.e. 
rebels) and the highway robbers (they were known for 
spreading terror amongst travellers) killed during their 
criminal activity. 

Clearly terrorizing others is not allowed in Islam let 
alone killing innocent people. On the contrary Islam 
encourages Muslims to contribute to the welfare of 
society. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said: “the created beings are the dependants of Allah and “the created beings are the dependants of Allah and 
the most beloved of them is the one who is good to His the most beloved of them is the one who is good to His 
dependants”. (BAYHAQI)dependants”. (BAYHAQI)

Reputable Scholars from all over the world have been 
consistently condemning terrorist attacks before and in 
particular after 9/11. This has been ongoing in numerous 
conferences and in a number of official statements. In 
July 2005 a conference of Islamic scholars from around 
the world described the 7/7 bombings as “barbaric” and 
in June 2006 leaders of 150 mosques in the UK backed 
a statement denouncing terrorism which stated:  “killing 
of innocent civilians is absolutely forbidden in Islam and 
anyone who contemplates or commits any such act, does 
so against the teachings of Islam.”

THE CHALLENGETHE CHALLENGE

Muslims should not be made to feel guilty for crimes 
committed by a minority as this is due to that particular 
individual choosing a violent means to express his feelings 
and not because it is justified in Islam. We live in a society 
where there are lawful ways of expressing our views. 
Unfortunately, every society has people who will use any 
means to express their feelings whether those means are 
legal or not.

The challenge for all Scots will be to take steps to prevent 
such an incident ever happening again. This will involve 
looking at the causes of extremism to determine the 
motivation for such crimes. 

Muslims complain of the negative stereotype of Muslims 
portrayed by the media. We can combat this by showing 
the rest of society the true picture of Islam through our 
actions and words. Muslims need to address the media 
(eg. taking part in TV, radio and newspaper discussions) 
explaining the correct understanding of Islam, that 
irresponsible statements fuel hate attacks and to highlight 
the importance of the medias role in influencing peoples 
views in a morally correct manner. 

We need to take the following message to others:

Terrorists target Muslims as well as Non-Muslims.   
We have seen this in the 7/7 bombings where   
Muslims were among the killed. In some Muslim   
countries extremist groups target people   
irrespective of their faith as has been the case in   
Egypt.
The overwhelming majority of Muslims are law   
abiding citizens.
Muslims are concerned about the safety and   
welfare of Scotland too.
All decent human beings whatever their faith   
strive for peace and justice.
Muslims regard it as their duty to help the police   
in tackling terrorist activity like all other citizens. 
Muslims were just as shocked, saddened and hurt   
by the Glasgow Airport incident as anyone else.
Those who generalise and view all Muslims with   
suspicion for the actions of a few despite Muslims   
condemning these acts are doing exactly what   
they criticise terrorists for doing. 
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Anything useful I have written is by the grace of Allah 
(the All-Mighty) and all mistakes are my own and Allah 
(the All-Mighty) knows best.

I would like to thank Strathclyde Police for supporting 
this initiative and for their interest in issues affecting the 
Muslim community.

For comments, feedback, suggestions on future 
community issues you would like dealt with, sponsoring 
future reminders etc. please email: 
amer@shaykhamer.com
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Muslims should report all incidents of abuse, assault and 
harm to the Police. They have done nothing wrong to 
accept this type of criminal behaviour directed towards 
them. Failure to report these crimes gives the wrong 
message to the perpetrators who may then continue to 
abuse/assault other weaker members of the community. 
We live in a civilised society where we have laws to protect 
the public. Those who choose to break them deserve to 
be prosecuted and charged, whether they are Muslims 
or non-Muslims. After the airport incident a mosque 
in Edinburgh experienced an arson attack and a shop 
belonging to a Muslim had a car driven into it and set 
alight, fortunately no-one was killed or harmed in both 
incidents. Such criminals are no better than terrorists as 
both target innocent people and have no regard for the 
sanctity of human life.

The Muslim community along with the authorities 
needs to discuss the issue of the spread of extremism. 
The perpetrators were not Scottish but this should not 
instil complacency. Strong religious leadership is required 
to ensure that the correct interpretation of Islam is 
spread and corrupt versions are exposed and isolated. 
Undoubtedly, this should involve increasing the number 
of competent scholars who can combine deep scholarship 
with a profound understanding of the society they live 
in.

OUR MESSAGE
The Quran repeatedly reminds us of our common 
origin:  

“ O mankind! We created you from a 
single (pair) of a male and a female, and 
made you into nations and tribes, that 
you may know each other (not that you 
may despise each other). Verily the most 
honoured of you in the sight of God is 
(he who is) the most righteous of you. 
And God has full knowledge and is well 
acquainted (with all things)” (49: 13)
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